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To my dear parents, family, and friends
To people who have helped me
To my loved ones...
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Welcome to my
Utopian Fantasy
Please sit back, relax and
enjoy.
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I design furniture and objects to express my utopian fantasy to people.
I hope users can imagine the fantasy through the interaction with my
furniture and objects. While people are interacting with my works,
they become part of the fantasy. My works are the NPCs (nonplayer
characters) of a game created by myself, called Utopian Fantasy.
My works are creature-istic, anthropomorphic, and always interactive.
They are inspired by nature and everyday life. This series of works
I created during my time at RISD express my appreciation for the
underwater world and the Internet. My designs beg for interaction and
play. Wander around one of my pieces for a couple of seconds, test
it, play with it and through interaction my furniture will be happy to
share with you everything they know. My furniture’s functional purpose
emerges from play, while visually engaging people nearby. I love adding
surprises into my pieces, giving them a sense of humor, a point of
interaction and exchange.
I want people to say, “Oh, how joyful!”, when they interact with my work.
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Because I was raised in a coastal city, everything aquatic attracts me.
One day as I was browsing Instagram, I came across a reference to
the children’s movie “Finding Nemo,” so I decided to watch it again
later—I love #TBT. After watching the movie again, I was impressed by
the anthropomorphic details, the characteristics that could create these
creatures, somewhere between animal and person. It was like a utopic
fantasy came to life and I decided, right then, to believe everything in this
movie was real. I became particularly interested in invertebrates, even
though they do not have faces, I felt related to them: luminous in the
dark. I decided to begin to create my own aquatic utopia with my designs.
Furniture must interact with the human body, when it does it comes alive.
My SEAt Urchin Rocking Chair and Squeak Anemone Conversational
Ottoman require people to interact, to spontaneously play with them. For
example, when people rest their feet on Squeak Anemone, it squeaks!
The squeak is enticing, and people keep stepping on it to make the
squeak, their joy and bond with the object develops as they play with it.
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Some screen shots from my Instagram Story
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Instagram story: my story board
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I love to document my daily discoveries, sharing interesting contents
through my Instagram story. To me, this is an important part of my life,
because I believe that the beauty of life is everywhere, all you need to
do is find it and share it. And for me, an Instagram story is the best way
to documents these moments.
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Pareidolia
I see “faces” everywhere in my everyday life. If I see anything with
two smaller shapes and one larger shape, my brain automatically
generates a face. This pareidolia has been with me since I was born.
This photo was taken when I was just a baby. My eyes look like I am
looking at the person who is holding me, but the truth is...
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I was looking at the refrigerator. My mother recalled that I always giggled
when I looked at the refrigerator because I thought that refrigerator had
a face.
My memory before age 4 is very scattered. In my memories of that
time, monsters in crazy colors and shapes, danced around my bed,
the puppet that hung from the door frame of my bedroom would come
alive and make scary movements. The crayon doodles I drew on the
walls would start to talk to me after my parents turned off the light just
like in Miyazaki Hayao’s movies. This crazy bedtime menagerie started
to fade away after I grew up. But until I was six or seven, almost every
time I closed my eyes, I could see a glowing dragon and a phoenix
playing with each other in the clouds.
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I have always believed that in my dreams, I am in another world and
every time I dream I go back home to that world. There is more than
one world because every time I dream the atmosphere and people
from this other world are familiar, like my kin in that dimension. I see
crazy things in my dreams, very grotesque and gaudy things that make
me feel afraid. If one night I don’t dream, just straight sweet sleep, I feel
so blessed when I woke up.
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Before I turned five, I could still remember my previous life. I believe
that’s why I always dream about strange yet familiar things. They were
another life in another world. The figures I drew would come alive in this
world and this scared my child-self. Once I grew up, this superpower
vanished. Since, I have been trying to get my doodles to come alive again.
I started looking for life in things, searching for faces in everything
became a daily routine for me. My friends would send me photos too,
as we all started looking for the objects in our life to come alive…
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All I need is a pen, a finger...
Just like every other kid in the universe, I loved doodling when I was
a child. Walls in my house, desks and chairs, even the floor had my
doodles on them. This habit followed me into adulthood. If I have a pen
or something I can draw with and somewhere I can draw onto, I just
start drawing, filling empty space with creatures. My favored drawing
surfaces have been class syllabus handouts, assignment sheets,
textbooks, and woodshop benches (sorry James!).

Did you do this?
Yep.
Lol I just knew it.

32

33

A dusty screen, why not?
Syllabi immediately become doodle pads.
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I also doodled a lot in my lecture classes.
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More than a few times, I got the idea for my next design during those in-class doodle times...
such as this angler fish doodle I created in my thesis lecture class. It became one of the furniture
pieces in my collection, Angler Fish Candle Holder.

Angler Fish Candle Holder
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I love multitasking, I have to. Focusing on one thing is not an easy task
for me. There are too many things happening simultaneously in my
mind. If I focus on one thing, my brain goes into Screen Saver mode.
I think about food while in class. I think about dogs while playing piano.
I think about walking while driving — so I rarely drive, I don’t want to kill
people. I think about my designs while clipping my nails. I think about
the watermelon flavored gummy I just ate while I’m writing my thesis.
I’m writing while I sit in class right now.

This is me having a zoom class while eating my dinner and playing Animal Crossing.
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Impatience / Fast worker?
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My peers always think I’m a fast worker, because I finish my work one
week prior to the final critique. This habit started in college, and has
gotten worse in my final year at RISD. I now finish my work two weeks
early. I hate the feeling of working until the last minute, because I will
either have nightmares about not finishing my work or dream about
making my piece. I really hate this and these busy dreams make me
stressed. I just want things to come to completion quickly. And then,
while I’m working on one project, my mind is thinking about how to
make another project. Just like right now, I’m writing this, but I’m actually
thinking how to bend heavy metal with the roller. I want to dream about
vacation, dream about delicious food instead.
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Our Woodshop
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My Bench Area
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I’m a workaholic in the shop.
I love working in the woodshop. To me, wood is like a 3D form of a blank
paper, and I can express myself easily through wood. I love the loud
noise those machines make. I love the smell of saw dust. I enjoy milling
a rough and warbly wood through the planer and the joiner until it’s flat
and smooth. I love ripping a piece of wood with the table saw. I enjoy
turning a block of wood on the lathe and witnessing how it becomes a
delicate cylinder from a rectangular chunk. I feel everything is worth
it when I’m making something in the shop. My favorite way to release
stress is working in the woodshop.
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Once upon a time, there was a mountain, there was a temple on
that mountain, and there was an old monk and a young monk.
One day, the old monk told the young monk, “Once upon a time,
there was a mountain, there was a temple on that mountain,
and there was an old monk and a young monk. One day, the
old monk told the young monk, ‘Once upon a time, there was a
mountain, there was a temple on that mountain, and there was
an old monk and a young monk. One day, the old monk told the
young monk, “Once upon a time, there was a mountain, there
was a temple on that mountain, and there was an old monk and
a young monk. One day, the old monk told the young monk,
‘Once upon a time, there was a mountain, there was a temple on
that mountain, and there was an old monk and a young monk,
one day, the old monk told the young monk, “Once upon a time,
there was a mountain, there was a temple on that mountain,
and there was an old monk and a young monk. One day, the
old monk told the young monk, ‘Once upon a time, there was a
mountain, there was a temple on that mountain, and there was
an old monk and a young monk, one day, the old monk...”’”’”’”

About Repetition
That is a poem my mother told me when I was a kid. I fell in
love with it because it is so simple and can loop indefinitely.
Maybe because of this, I love doing repetitive things during the
process of making.
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There are a lot of repetitive motions during my making process. For
example, in the “Seat Urchin Rocking Chair,” I drilled 68 holes on a
rounded surface at different angles on the drill press. Then I shaped the
dowels’ heads into rounds on the router table 68 times. Finally, I inserted
all the dowels into the holes and painted them, brushing all the dowels
carefully until saturated in black. It was hard to not miss a dowel. And I lost
myself a lot in this process. When I was making the “Squeak Anemone
Conversational Ottoman,” I made 50 sleeves for the anemone on the
serger. These kind of repeating actions helped me focus, because if I
did not pay enough attention, I would make mistakes (which I often did).

55

I drilled 68 holes at different angles on the drill press
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I cut and surged 59 sleeves for my Squeak Anemone Conversational Ottoman.
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Process is more important than the result.
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I enjoy the process more than the final result. Some may say the
process does not matter; only the product is important. I disagree with
this opinion, the process is crucial in my work; every move I make
during the process contributes to the final result. So to me, if I pay
attention and try to make every step in the process right, the results
will reflect that. Since the process is an essential part of my design, I
always pause while making and take out my phone to capture some
process pictures.
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- Do you like Providence?
- Yeah I like it!
- I will ask you again two
weeks later
Two weeks later:
- Do you like Providence?
- I miss Chicago...
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My classmate asked me this question during the first day of the classes
here at RISD. And now, my answer is yes and no. I listed some things
I liked about Providence and some things I hated. I like that it only
takes minutes to get to the beach. I like the clam chowder. I like Knead
Donuts. I like people’s accents. I love the coffee milk. I love that the air
is so humid here there is no static.
I dislike the rain after every snow. Some people are weird. I dislike so
many bad drivers—I don’t have the courage to drive here even though
I often drove in Chicago. I sometimes hate the accent when I can’t
understand it. I do not like that there are so few resources for art even
though it’s near New York and Boston. The steep hills, the never ending
steps... I dislike the pain in my knees.
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Provence, Providence
When my mom first heard the name Providence, she thought I was
going to France for a Masters degree. When I came here to tour the
graduate program, I stayed in the Renaissance Hotel which is just a few
minute’s walk away from the mall. People said this state was a quirky
state, but I thought this place was just like any other, quiet and small,
peaceful. However, during the first day I visited Providence, there was
a shooting at the mall. There were at least four helicopters in the air
and everyone on the street stopped to look and take photos. I got into
an Uber in order to go to RISD for the open studio. The driver joked
about the shooting: “Oh you are from Chicago? That’s why there is a
shooting! Haha sorry, I’m just joking.”

This photo was taken from my hotel room about two years ago, the first time I
visited Providence. When I first saw this, I wondered, "Isn't that the White House?"
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Studying art in Rhode Island is a different experience than Chicago —
no more comprehensive museums I can access freely, no convenient
public transit, no high-end facilities. At first I thought this was an
insurmountable challenge and I began to understand why my professor
at SAIC mocked Rhode Island as an island in the middle of nowhere.
However, as time went by, I was amazed to see the incredible level of
work of my cohort . I learned the value of Rhode Island wasn’t about the
tools or the facility, it was all about the love for the arts, the atmosphere.
Without a fancy CNC, they still carved delicate wooden pieces. Without
the advanced facilities, they could still make breathtaking art with their
hands. I was impressed by my classmates’ work everyday at RISD.
Providence is quiet and not crowded, with limited entertainment and
only a few tasty restaurants, so I got the chance to calm down and
focus on my art and design.

Chicago
Providence
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A creative mind is much more important than
advanced equipment.
RISD taught me that a creative mind is more crucial than advanced
equipment.
In RISD, teachers let us explore the potentials of a tool, even though
the machine might be old and in bad condition. For example, I learned
how to make some angled holes on the drill press by using a jig; before
that, I thought the only way to make those holes is under a five-axis
CNC. My instructor even let me laser cut lasagna which would never
happen at my previous school.
RISD cares about craftsmanship. The first assignment furniture majors
get is carving a perfect wooden egg with only hand tools. Because of
this focus on craftsmanship, the undergraduate students in furniture
design at RISD are all highly skilled. I was blown away at times by their
amazing woodworking skills. All I did brfore is model it in Rhino and let
the CNC do the job, or just use the domino mortiser or a nail gun to join
two pieces of wood.
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My favorite machine in
our shop, even though
it’s under maintainance
all the time.
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Go try and fail!
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At RISD, instructors won’t say no to your crazy ideas. I think that’s the
main reason I made great progress in my design career. They only give
suggestions to help achieve the ideas you come up with and encourage
you to go for it. Go try and don’t be afraid to fail, because that’s the best
way to learn.
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I was trying to make a side table from ropes and silicone, then I tried to
soak it into water and froze it in my freezer. Finally I made a side table
that only lasts for about five minutes, after five minutes, it will melt and
collapsed.
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One question often occurs to me: What if I were a different animal
than Homosapien? If I were a mosquito, would I get killed the first day
I learned to fly if I accidentally flew through a ceremony full of clapping
people? What if I were a panda or a kangaroo? I would rather be a
kangaroo because I could relax freely on the ground. Fewer people
would bother me because I live in Australia and look like a badass
because of my muscles. If I were a panda, I would probably be in a zoo,
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because I’m the national treasure of China. I would hate living under
the spot light, I would hate being stared at by everyone, I would hate
only having black and white as my color. I don’t want to be cute. Maybe
I would like my sunglasses, the black eyeshadow around my eyes. I
think a lot about these kinds of characteristics, points of connection
between human beings and other animals.
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I recalled the reason I decided to study furniture design when I was
taking a shower last night.
Furniture is everywhere in our daily life, it’s as important as the air we
breath. Sometimes you don’t feel it’s there. But just like air, you cannot
live without it, it is an essential part of shelter.

I hate Ordinary

People will buy scented candles and diffusers to scent the air in their
room. I think about furniture in the same way, I want to contribute to an
atmosphere.
Why does furniture have to be what it is? Who defined it? Why does a
chair have to have four legs and a back? Why does an ottoman have
to be flat on the top? Why does a side table have to just stand there?
Why can’t it float in the air?
I hate to be ordinary and I want my designs to be extraordinary. The
human body interacts with furniture everyday, but the furniture in most
homes only provides support to the body or to objects. I want my furniture
to become not only the support but also a platform on which to play.
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I'm a daydreamer during the night

and a dreamer during the day.

I treat every single piece of furniture I create as kin. I hug them, talk
to them, kiss them, pet them whenever I got the chance to. Each has
their own date of birth(the date I finished making them), and therefore,
a zodiac sign. With different zodiac signs, I believed that they have
different personalities (furnsonalities?)...
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INTERDISCIPLINARY
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The word interdisciplinary takes on a very important role in my art
and design career. The college I graduated from was very focused on
creating interdisciplinary students. I got the chance to take different
studio classes in different departments: from interior architecture to
comics. By experiencing and trying various art forms and different
materials, I’ve learned a lot and I carry this word “interdisciplinary”
along with me into my furniture designs. I love using different materials,
each material has its own characteristics. Furniture does not have to be
made from wood, metal or plastics; they can also be made from pasta,
lasagna, fruit and veggies…
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POWER OF THE
INTERNET
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The Internet inspires me. I love watching YouTube videos, browsing
Instagram discover, and am addicted to the Chinese version of TicTok.
Even though there are many amazing designers who share their work
online, the content that interests me most is pop cultural memes.
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During my making process, I love watching (or listening) to other
people’s vlogs and tutorial videos while I work.

This is how my recommended YouTube page looks, the contents are about
food, hunting sea creatures, traveling vlogs and cooking tutorials.
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My TiKTok liked videos and Instagram discover content are also
mostly about doggos, food porn, and cute things.
Because I watch these kinds of videos all the time, I began to try to
express furniture design through food.
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Chairpaghetti
Series
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In this series, I experimented with two
kinds of pasta: spaghetti and lasagna.
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Making carrot bowtie for Apple slab

Healthy Furniture
Healthy Furniture is a short video essay I made to apply to RISD,
instead of filming myself making something in the woodshop, I
decided to make a set of furniture in my kitchen.
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I am a big fan of hot and sour rice noodle. I think, what if I can put this
element into my furniture design? So I designed the Slotted Ladle lamp.

One day I was watching a video about how to hand-make hot and sour
rice noodles. The chef pours rice-flour batter into a slotted ladle, the
batter passes slowly through those small holes and becomes noodles
as it sets in the boiling water.
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I love eating Uni (Sea Urchin), so...

I made this:
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SEAt Urchin Rocking Chair
Zodiac Sign: Sagittarius
SEAt Urchin Rocking Chair is a rocking chair with 68 legs. When I was
first assigned the Ideal Chair Project, I was offended when someone
said a chair has to have four legs and a back, so I decided to go crazy:
68 legs. Thanks to the 68 legs, when people sit on this chair, they can
freely rock around, and it won’t flip over. It was inspired by my favorite
sushi dish: Sea Urchin (Uni).
I look unstable, but I’m genuinely stable! Please play with me and
let’s rock together!
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Since I was very young, I loved staring at all sizes of fish tanks from small
ones that can only house one gold fish to large aquariums. I started to
imagine I was one of the fish that lived in the tank. I’d imagine how my
daily life would be. What if I was an anemone, or a sea star? I wouldn’t
be able to move around. If I was a seaweed, would I feel anything?
What would the five senses be like if I lived underwater? Could I still
listen to high-quality music, could I still watch 1080p movies? Would I
be happy? How about the smell? Do I have a seaweed diffuser? How
do sea creatures entertain themselves?
Now this all started when I watched Finding Nemo that Sunday
afternoon...
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I was jealous about Nemo’s house: the sea
anemone. I wished I could have one in my
house...
So I made this:
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Squeak Anemone Conversational Ottoman
Zodiac Sign: Libra
Squeak Anemone Conversational Ottoman is an ottoman designed for
multiple people to use. I put multiple squeak pods from dog toys inside
this ottoman, so when the users rest their feet on this Squeak Anemone
Conversational Ottoman, it squeaks. Squeak! Squeak!
Torture me
with your feet, and please invite
your friends to be my friends!
I love listening to other people’s
conversation and I promise not to
tell anyone else!
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So I made this...
This is one of my favorite
characters in Finding Nemo...
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SEAty of Stars
Zodiac Sign: Scorpio
Seaty of Star is a light fixture that can be stuck onto any smooth surface,
such as a window or mirror. The material is Smooth-On silicon with
fluorescence powder. Seaty of Star can absorb the sunlight during the
daytime and glow in the dark at night.
I look cute but please be careful.
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Seaty of Star
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Seaty of Star, are you shinning just for me?
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I saw this video on Instagram and
thought it would be cool if I scaled
it up to the size of furniture.
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So I made this...

Swing Ray Side Table
Zodiac Sign: Sagittarius
I always loved the character of Teacher Ray in Finding Nemo. The Swing
Ray Side Table looks like two stingrays floating opposite each other. He
is kind, and treats others equally. He is smart and very enthusiastic. He
always swings to you if you interact with him. He never fails to surprise
people either.
Keeping a sense of mystery is my key to attracting people’s
attention.
I’m restless because I am alive.
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What’s the biggest difference between fish and human beings? Aparently, fish can breathe
underwater but we cannot. They have gills instead of noses. One day the obvious clicked and
I suddenly realized that a fish’s face is noseless because they don’t need a nose to breathe!
Then one day in my studio, I took a picture of my face reflected by two mirrors leaning on the
wall, and because the two mirrors were at slightly different angles, my nose dispeared.
“Making a mirror where you can make your nose disapear would be really interesting,” I
thought. Then, I made this...
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You See What I See?
Zodiac Sign: Aries
You See What I See is a set of three curved mirrors laminated together
at different angles. By observing it from different perspectives, the mirror
reflects different visages of the user’s face. When the user stands in
front of the mirror and looks at the mirror’s intersections, the user’s
nose will disappear because of the angled reflections. Because the
material of the mirror is curved, it also functions as a distortion mirror,
which mimics how human being’s faces would appear from a fish’s
perspective.
Play with me! I will make you look funny!
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Untitled + Untitled = Titled
Untitled + Untitled = Titled was born just a couple weeks ago.
Untitled: Glass Blowing Series and Untitled: Epoxy Clay, were created
in the spring semester of 2019. I made the glassblowing piece
for my midterm that semester and the epoxy clay object for the
final semester, but at the time, I didn’t consider either of them a
finished piece. Something was missing, but I just didn’t know what.
Then a few weeks ago, I was playing with these two pieces, trying to
figure out what their connection was. When I flipped the epoxy clay
Untitled over, it could stand with three feet touching the ground. I put
one of the glass blown pieces under it to support the fourth leg, one
matched in perfectly, and now the epoxy clay sculpture is a four-legged
side table! Finally, I felt the piece was complete, so I named this side
table: Untitled + Untitled = Titled.
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Untitled: Glass Blowing Series
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Untitled: Epoxy Clay
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Untitled + Untitled = Titled
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Interaction occurs when two objects have an effect on each other.

INTERACTION/INTERACTIVE

You interact with your phone, your computer, if you don’t wake your digital
devices up, they won’t scroll by themselves. The teacher interacts with
students to ensure a better educational outcome. People interact with
the Spun Chairs that are exhibited in Time Square. The wind interacts
with a Calder mobile. Clownfish interact with the sea anemone. Dancers
interact with the beat and lyrics in music and make specific movements
accordingly. Water needs to be heated so that it can boil. Certain words
will trigger a response. By controlling the pressure of your hand, you
can paint lines in different weights and styles. The pitcher plant interacts
with the fly. A dish from a Michelin star restaurant requires you to gather
everything into one bite so that you can taste the chef’s design. You
have to inhale a cigarette to feel the nicotine. If you don’t dip Oreo
into milk, you won’t taste that fantastic feeling in your mouth. When
interacting with people, someone needs to start the conversation first.
If you don’t interact with my furniture, the furniture is asleep. They only
wake up when you interact with them. Play with them and they will be
happy. And you will be happy, too! Come rest your feet on the Squeak
Anemone. Come rock with the SEAt Urchin Rocking Chair!!
There is a particular way you need to interact with my work in
order for it to function.

150

151

When the user rests their feet into the Squeak Anemone Conversational
Ottoman, it squeaks like you are hurting it.
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Because there are 68 legs, you can freely rock the SEAt Urchin Rocking Chair.
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It’s Thursday, April 30th. I just woke up from a food coma. The dreams I
had were so ridiculous and fiction-like that I can’t even conjure up what
they meant. I stare blankly at a huge puddle of my saliva on my pillow
and take another 30 minutes to come back to reality.
“I shouldn’t sleep anymore. I don’t want to go back to that dream, but I
need to take a rest.”
In my dreams, everything my eyes captured in this reality: spaces,
places, different characters... are automatically combined into one
crazy dream. It’s like my brain is the director of this alternate world, and
my eyes are hunting for the cast while I’m awake in this one...
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